
 

Weston Area Development Association 
PO Box 256 

Weston, Oregon  97886 
541.204.0874  

WADA97886@gmail.com  
https://WestonOregon.com 

Facebook: @WestonOregon2022 

Please Support  
the Restoration of the  

 

Isham Saling  
House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  314 N. Water Street  
  

 
 
 

What Needs To Be Completed 
1. Cover Cupola area and Repair Shingle Roof: to keep 

water from entering the building. 
2. Cover windows: Where windows are missing or dam-

aged until they can be replaced. 
3. Rainwater Disposal: To drain rainwater away from the 

foundation. (Temporary) 
4. Structural Stabilization: Plumb exterior walls, foundation 

work, work on lower floor joists. 
5. Repointing: Repair and repoint masonry on exterior walls 
6. Replace exterior doors:  Replace doors that have been 

removed or boarded over. 
7. Complete Porches: There were porches on the east and 

west side of the house. 
8. Restore Windows: Examine all windows, replace/repair 

as needed. 
9. Restore Cornice and Brackets: Reinstall Italianate detail-

ing which distinguished the building in its heyday and 
include the original rainwater drains. 

10. Restore Historic Cupola: Replicate the cupola from por-
tions that is left and from photographs. 

 

We currently need $3,065.00 to match our 
National Trust Grant to bring our  
architect to Weston to update the  

structural report so we can begin work. 
  
 

Weston Area Development Association 
is the proud Steward of the  

Isham Saling House 
 

The Isham Saling House Restoration  
Committee is sub-committee of WADA 

 

We are registered with  
https://www.GuideStar.org 
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WADA is a 501 (c) 3 nonprofit. Tax ID: 88-
0783069  All donations are tax deductible to 
the extent of the law. We recommend that you 
consult your CPA or Tax Attorney regarding 
donations.   WADA has not provided any goods 
or services in exchange for this contribu-
tion.  We will send you a formal thank you letter 
by mail. 



Historic name: Isham Saling House   
Common name: Isham Saling House 
Date of construction: 1880  
Style: Italian Villa style  
 
The home of Isham and Malinda Morton 
Saling is an unusual and important Oregon 
example of the Italian Villa style.  Belve-
dered structures were never common, and 
brick structures of this period are practical-
ly unknown. 

The Saling House, a fine brick home, is a 
long-term historic preservation project of 
the Umatilla County Pioneer Associa-
tion.  The empty house was purchased in 
1976 by the committee for restoration with 
money raised throughout the community 
and matching grants from the State Parks 
Division and the American Revolution Bi-
centennial Commission of Oregon. 

The house is listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places.  Initial restoration ef-
forts have focused on repairing the house’s 
exterior to protect its interior from weather 
damage. Work has been done on the front 
porch, wall structure and grounds. 

The house is important to Weston because 
it was the most pretentious house in town 

and known to contain fine furniture. Prior to 
the death of Mrs. Isham Saling in 1938, the fine 
house contained its original square grand pi-

ano, marble-topped parlor 
set, upholstery of crimson 
satin tuftin and brocaded 
gold, two huge walnut-
framed mirrors, three-ply 
gold window cornices with 
green gold-braided lambre-
quins and white lace curtains, 
and five walnut and marble 
bedroom sets. 

The woodwork included a large, 
bracketed cornice and smaller porch detail, 
double-hung windows two lights over two, 
molded raised paneled doors, ornamented win-
dow and door casings, and a handsome stair-
case with a heavy turned newel and delicately 
turned spindles connected by a solid oak banis-
ter. 

These items were probably 
factory made. Other more 
common ornaments such as 
the beaded stair stringer and 
corresponding flat cove mold-
ings, the molded baseboard 
and the chamfered detail in 
the downstairs windows were 
more likely formed by the car-
penters. 

The heavy four-paneled front door is surround-
ed by a transom and sidelights which originally 
contained etched glass. The tall sliding double 
doors separating the double parlor are six pan-
el, three panels over three. 

The house, with its high ceiling rooms, beauti-
ful woodwork, vast halls and spiral stairway 
leading to the rooftop cupola sun porch was 
constructed after a belvedered Italian Villa, an 
architectural style uncommon to the Pacific 
Northwest. 

The Isham Saling House   
 
What has Been Accomplished to Date  
From Grants and Donations 
· Building purchased for $8,000 in 1978.   

$4,000.00 raised through donations and grant 
from the American Revolution Bicentennial 
Commission of Oregon, matched with 
$4,000.00 from the State Historic Preservation 
Office. 

· Isham Saling House placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1978. 

· House cleaned up, trash hauled away.  
Grounds cleaned up and yard re-seeded. Trees 
cut down and replaced. 

· Historic Preservation architect hired. 
· Front porch foundation and floor completed. 
· Replaced most of the damaged windows and 

securing the house from further damage and 
vandalism. 

· Equipped one room as a meeting room for our 
committee.  This involved cleaning out a huge 
two-story chimney of pounds of dirt and soot 
along with pounds of bees wax and wasp nests. 

· Restored and reconstructed the tall front porch 
posts. 

· Placed “thru-rods” between floors in the attic to 
stabilize building. 

· Shingled roof of the root cellar. 
· Acquired original East Lake-style  furniture from 

relative of  the Salings; shipped from California. 
(settee, marble-topped table, chandelier, two 
chairs, walnut-framed mirror, and more). 
(Several local families have offered to take on 
furnishing specific rooms of the house with peri-
od furniture, etc.) 

· Other donations for Saling House include a 
bedroom coal stove and other items. 

· Repair of some of the floor joists. 
· Architect engineer hired to survey house and 

provide engineering study. 
· Mothballing of the house to protect the windows 

and house from further damage pending com-
plete restoration. 

 

Isham Saling 

Photo courtesy C. McCullough 

 

 

Malinda Saling 

 


