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Westonôs annual Potato Show is 
slated for Saturday, October 25 
and will be held at the Memorial 
Hall as it has been since 1922.  

This year Weston celebrates the 
103rd year of the Potato Show that 
began in 1922.  (See story on page 
5 and more on page 16 for the ear-
ly day history of the event.) 

Spud was King 
in those days!  
Organized by 
the Weston 
Mountain Seed 
Potato Associa-
tion, it  was later 
taken on by the 

Weston Commercial Club and 
then the Weston Chamber of 
Commerce took over. After the 
chamber was dissolved several 
years ago, it was Tim and Linda 
Crampton and volunteers who 
made sure to keep the event going.   

This year, the Weston Area Devel-
opment Association starts the next 
chapter in the history of the potato 
show. The board of directors 
wanted to make sure that the local 
event continued to celebrate Wes-
tonôs history of potato farming. 

While the show has evolved into 
more of a crafts fair and fundrais-
er for local organizations, the Po-
tato Show continues to see local 
produce, baked goods, and crafts 
entriesð much like the original 
show featured.  

Table/space rental forms are 
available online on WADAôs web-
site at https://westonoregon.com  
Forms can be printed from the 
website and mailed in with pay-
ment or dropped off at Stagecoach 

Continued on page 2 

at 106 E Main Street, or the 
online form can be completed 
and payment made at the same 
time.   

Entry forms are available on the 
website and available at Stage-
coach. The forms need to be 
completed and accompany your 
entry to the Potato Show. Rib-
bons will be awarded in each 
category from 1st through 5th 
place. 

This year, there was an oppor-
tunity for sponsoring the potato 
show. (See page 3) That form is 
also on our website. Deadline 
for sponsorships is October 8, 
to allow sufficient time for the 
banner to arrive. 

We encourage you to bring a 
nonperishable food item to do-
nate to the Weston Food Pantry.  
Containers will be available at 
the entrance and downstairs in 

the dining 
room. Mone-
tary donations 
can be left with 
WADA which 
will have their 
booth inside 

the Heritage Room (formerly 
the Jolly Circle room)  The  
Weston Maintenance District 2 
will be sharing the room with 
WADA.   

The Food Pantry is an im-
portant resource for local resi-
dents and WADA wanted to 
make sure to help out. 

The All Potato Lunch will bene-
fit the Weston Food Pantry.  
This has been a focal point of 
the event since the beginning. 

103rd Annual Umatilla County Potato 
Show Set for Saturday, October 25 

https://westonoregon.com
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2011 Potato ShowðPhoto by Phil Decker  

https://tinyurl.com/mw4c5cdx 
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102nd Umatilla County Potato Showð2024 

Meal cost is $12.  Soup, roll, pie or cookie, coffee, 
lemonade, water. Pies are from All Things Artisan 
located in Milton-Freewater.   

The Friends of Weston Library (FOWL) will be locat-
ed in the club room in the basement of  
the hall. That is the libraryôs main 
fundraiser. Itôs a great place to pick up 
books for your winter reading. 

Heather Culley, Librarian, will be lead-
ing a ñQuiet Neighborsò tour of the 
Weston Cemetery this year. It starts 
at 2:00pm at the cemetery. 

There is still time to contact us if 
you are interested in conducting a 
fundraiser during the potato show.  Contact Trish 
Neal at 907-717-8117 or by email at 
WADA97886@gmail.com.  

A tentative schedule is available online on our web-
site and on Facebook.  The final schedule will be 
posted on October 10, once we have everything con-
firmed.   FB: https://tinyurl.com/4pj3uxke 

Website: https://westonoregon.com 

2011 Potato ShowðPhoto by Phil Decker  

https://tinyurl.com/mw4c5cdx 

Spud Growers Elect Officers 

Organization of the Weston Mountain Seed Potato 
Growers Association was completed Saturday even-
ing, when the following officers were elected: 

Will Hall, president; Charles L. May, vice president; 
W.L. Rayborn secretary-treasurer. 

The five directors in whom control of the association 
is vested are: Charles L. May and Carl Brutscher, 
one year; E.E. Tucker, two years; Will Hall and W.L. 
Rayborn, three years. 

While the membership list of the association is not 
so large as at first anticipated, it is expected that this 
will grow when the merits and value of the concern 
in handling and marketing the seed and commercial 
spuds grown in the upland country, are better recog-
nized. It will have a registered trade mark, with 
which all the stock it handles will be branded. 

It is expected that the appointment of a deputy pota-
to inspector for Weston district will be one of the 
early results following the organization of mountain 
growers. 

~ The Weston Leader 10-06-1922 pg 4 

https://tinyurl.com/mw4c5cdx
https://tinyurl.com/4pj3uxke
https://westonoregon.com
https://tinyurl.com/mw4c5cdx
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Oregon Heritage Commission Seeks Public  
Input on the 2026 Oregon Heritage Plan  
The Oregon Heritage Commission is updating the Or-
egon Heritage Plan to strengthen heritage efforts 
across the state. Take a short survey by October 27 to 
share what aspects of heritage are important to you!   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LPJG2YL 
 
If you enjoy meeting up at a local brewery in a historic 
building, attending cultural events or traditions, visit-
ing museums, or researching local history or genealo-
gy, heritage is important to you. Heritage includes 
valued objects and qualities such as cultural tradi-
tions, natural areas and landscapes, and historic 
buildings that have been passed down from previous 
generations.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LPJG2YL
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LPJG2YL
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Weston Area  
Development  
Association 

WADA was organized as a 
nonprofit to assist in ob-
taining grants, appropria-
tions, donations, and other 
types of funding to work on  
historic preservation, eco-
nomic development, and 
more in the Weston area ð 
not just downtown.  

Weston is in need of fund-
ing to restore the down-
town buildings as well  as  
develop  economic  oppor-
tunities for the community.  
WADA will work coopera-
tively with  local, state, and 
federal government re-
sources.  

For more information: 

 541-204-0874 

WADA97886@gmail.com 

WADA 

c/o PO Box 256 

Weston, OR 97886 

WADA97886@gmail.com 

www.WestonOregon.com 
 

501 c 3 nonprofit 
Tax ID: 88-0783039 

Weston Area  
Development  
Association 

WADA was organized as a 
nonprofit to assist in ob-
taining grants, appropria-
tions, donations, and other 
types of funding to work on  
historic preservation, eco-
nomic development, and 
more in the Weston area ð 
not just downtown.  

Weston needs funding to 
restore the downtown 
buildings as well  as  devel-
op  economic  opportuni-
ties for the community.  
WADA will work coopera-
tively with  local, state, and 
federal government re-
sources.  

Board of Directors 
¶ President/Treasurer 
         Trish Neal 
¶ Vice-President 
        Sheldon Delph 
¶ Secretary 
       Chuck Price 
¶ At Large Board Members 
       Vicky Mast  
       Dawn Aby 
       Vacant 
¶ Advisory Board 
       Bruce Ross 
      Vacant 
      Vacant 

   
WADA 

PO Box 256 
Weston, OR 97886 

www.WestonOregon.com 
541-626-7229 

WADA97886@gmail.com 
 

501 (c) 3 nonprofit 
Tax ID: 88-0783039 

Facebook: 
@WestonOregon2022 

 
 

 WADA is  a Connected  
Communities member of  
Oregon Main Street   

 

Oregon Cultural Trust  
approved nonprofit.  

 

National Trust Preservation 
Forum Member 

 

Nonprofit of Oregon 
 

We are a Gold Star at 
https://www.guidestar.org 

Celebrating Our Community! 

yard at 78670 Janie Ln, selected as our 

Yard of the Month!   Their east-facing 

yard is a true gem, bursting with beauty 

and care.  

Thank you, Scott and Rhianon , for 
making Weston shine!    

Did you enjoy the beautiful flowers 
downtown this summer?  Thank you for 
all the love and care you provided the 
flowers this year. They turned out beau-
tiful.  

 

WCDC Facebook:  

https://tinyurl.com/3766z53n 

Weston Community Devel-

opment Commission an-

nounces the Weston, Oregon Yard 

of the Month: August-September 

2025  

Big congratulations to Rhianon and 

Scott Carlson for their stunning 

https://tinyurl.com/3766z53n
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By Trish Neal 

As I was completing the application to apply for The 
Oregon Heritage Tradition designation for the annual 
Umatilla County Potato Show, one of the questions 
was to document the actual date of the first event. I 
had information that the first event was held in 1921, 
but I had never found anything in old newspapers to 
prove that date. So, I decided I had better dig deeper. 

I have used newspapers online for several years for 
various research topics. I know that not all newspa-
pers are online or not all of a specific newspaperôs ar-
ticles are online. But I keep returning periodically to 
run another search as more newspaper articles are 
uploaded. I had not done that for the potato show so it 
was time to go back and search. 

I searched again for 1921. Nothing came up. I thought 
that was odd since there are three local newspapers 
that were published back then: Weston Leader, The 
Athena Press, and the East-Oregonian. When you are 
fortunate to have that many newspapers that report 
local news you know something is amiss when neither 
of the three newspapers has an article about the pota-
to show in 1921.  

I started searching in 1922 and hit paydirt! So now, 
the hunt is on for more information about this legacy 
event for more history of one of the longest running 
events in Umatilla County.    

The Annual Umatilla County 
Potato Show was first orga-
nized in 1922 and held on Oc-
tober 28, 1922. Instead of the 
event being 104 years old this 
year, it is 103 years old!  The 
potato show has continued to 
be held at the Memorial Hall 
every year since 1922 and 
around the same time of the 
year in late October. Alt-
hough I have found some in-

stances when it was early November. (I have lots of 
research to do!) 

I also found that while the Pendleton Round-up was 
canceled one year during the war, the Potato Show 
was held during the war years. 

While the Weston Leader covered the planning of the 
potato show, the other two local newspapers used 
those articles on their own pages or ran edited ver-

Correcting History 

The Annual Umatilla County Potato Show 

sions of the news. Other newspapers have also cov-
ered the event such as The Oregonian. In fact, pota-
to shows were held around the state because spuds 
were King! 

The potato show was organized by the Weston 
Mountain Seed Potato Growers Association. This 
organization was founded in 1922, as they were 
planning the first potato show. Their board of direc-
tors were elected, and they even had a trade mark 
that would be used on the bags used to ship the seed 
potatoes in. 

The Weston Mountain Seed Potato Growers 
Association was launched at a meeting of the 
Weston Mountain Community club Monday 
evening. 

The club will handle the seed and commercial 
potatoes grown in the upland districts tribu-
tary to Weston, build storage and transact 
whatever business comes within the province 
of such an organization. It has long been 
needed and is expected to prove of great bene-
fit to the upland potato interests. 

Constitution and by-laws were adopted and 
were signed by twenty-two Weston Mountain 
growers. The membership list is expected, will 
be increased to thirty or more when growers 
from the other mountain districts are signed 
up. 

Control of the association is vested in a board 
of directors representing the potato districts 
on both sides of Pine Creek. The membership 
fee is $5.oo. Weston is the place of business. 

Among those in attendance at the meeting 
and whose advice and assistance were greatly 
appreciate were Fred Bennion, county agent; 
E.R. Jackman of Oregon Agricultural College, 

1927 Weston Boyôs Potato Club participating in Weston 
Potato Show.  Oregon State University Extension Ser-
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and Lee M. Lampson, manager of the Blalock 
Fruit Co.ôs office at Kennewick Wash.  ï As-
sociation is launched by seed potato growers 
The Weston Leader 09-29-1922 

Wm. B. Hall was elected as the president of the as-
sociation. Charles L. May served as the first vice-
president with W.L. Rayborn elected secretary-
treasurer. Carl Brutscher and E.E. Tucker rounded 
out the five board of directors. There were about 19 
members of the new organization, but membership 
grew as more growers became members. 

The Weston Commercial Club assisted in helping 
with the potato show. The city was abuzz with the 
plans or the show. Fred Bennion, the Umatilla 
County Agent, assisted the growers in selecting 
their produce to enter in the show.  Colonel 
Weyrauch, president of the Blalock Fruit Co., Walla 
Walla, was to be the judge. 

Premiums for the awards was set at $100.00 for 
the first year. Prizes averaged $5.00, $7.00, and 
$2.00.  However, only the Weston Mountain Certi-
fied seed potatoes would be eligible for the cash 
prizes. Other local produce, wheat, and other agri-
cultural  products were eligible to enter the show as 
a display, they would not be awarded a cash prize. 
While cash prizes are not awarded today, every-
thing is judged and ribbons awarded. 

Exhibits of wheat, corn and other products 
of the land are invited by the management 
but prizes will be offered only for potatoes.  
The show will be held in Memorial Hall 
from 10 oôclock in the morning until 6 
oôclock in the evening. The winning pota-
toes in the carious classes will be entered 
in the Land Products show at Portland in 
November. 

Committeemen Bruno Weber and James 
Smock are expected to look after securing 
exhibits rom Reed and Hawley Mountain, 
and Carl G Brutscher was appointed to 
assist them in the work. Committeemen 
W.L. Rayborn and Jay V. Smith will per-
form a similar service on Weston Moun-
tain. The Weston committeemen, J.H. 
Price and Clark Wood, will assist Mr. Ben-
nion in receiving and placing the exhibits.  

The ladies of the Weston Mountain Com-
munity Club will arrange to substantially 
regale the ñInner manò on the day of the 
show. ï Potato Show Plans Are Perfected 

by Committee in Charge   East Oregonian, 
Oct 9, 1922 pg 1 

The ladies of the Weston Mountain Community 
club served a hot lunch. It was reported that their 
profit was $25.00 after expenses. ($480.73 today.) 
Another womenôs group sold doughnuts, coffee, and 
apple cider during the show. 

King Spud will be crowned tomorrow at Wes-
ton at the biggest and best potato show ever 
held in Umatilla County.  To be sure, it is the 
only potato show so far held in Umatilla 

County, so that our praise 
is well grounded. But 
even had there been other 
shows, this one would 
shine in comparison. 

The exhibits are numer-
ous and creditable and 

afford the most convincing evidence ever be-
fore presented of the unusual merits of upland 
soil in the Weston country for spud growing.  
Quantity and quality are both emphasized in 
this display. Certified netted gems of beautiful 
uniformity ï clean, smooth and handsome ï 
the highest aristocracy of the potato kingdom, 
are contrasted with twelve-hill exhibits of ru-
ral type spuds containing all sizes and manner 
of spuds to show extraordinary yield.  One of 
these twelve-hill exhibits contains more than 
three hundred potatoes and weighs 147 
pounds. 

The show is an earnest of the day when the 
hill country which takes the generic name of 
Weston Mountain but embraces several 
mountain districts shall have become famed 
far and wide for its potatoes, and more espe-
cially its certified netted gems already winning 
pleased recognition in Yakima Valley and oth-
er centers of irrigation. When this time comes, 
and the upland farmer will be privileged to 
haul his potatoes to market over the Blue 
Mountain Highway instead of the present 
hilly and rocky grade which masquerades as a 
road, he will have been repaid for years of pa-
tient struggling with untoward conditions that 
would discourage men of weaker fiber. ïHail 
to the King! Weston Leader October 27, 1922 

That first year several of the Weston Mountain and 
Reed & Hawley Mountain growers were identified. 
(More research will be done in the future to learn 
more about the seed potato industry in Weston.)  
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Marvin Adkins Grower 
Baddeley & Fuller Grower, 22 acres 
J.W. Bowers  Grower 
Carl G. Brutscher Grower, 4 acres 
H.V. Compton  Grower, 5 acres 
R.E. English  Grower, 5 acres 
Walter Farr  Grower 
M.C. Ferguson  Grower 
Will Hall  Grower, 7 acres 
Mark Henderson Grower, 10 acres 
Cecil Hyatt  Grower, 5 acres 
Roy Hyatt  Grower, 5 acres 
V.S. Keikkalo  Grower, 15 acres 
J.P. Lieuallen  Grower, 4 acres 
V.L. Marr  Grower, 7 acres 
Clyde & Roy May Grower, 10 acres 
Charles L. & Roy May Grower, 15 acres 
C.L. May  Grower 
Alex McCorkell Grower, 2 acres 
CW. Metz  Grower 
L.I. OôHarra  Grower, 7 acres 
J.V. Smith  Grower 
W.L. Smock  Grower, 2 acres 
E.E. Tucker  Grower 
William E. Van WinkleGrower 
Wm. H. Warfield Grower 
Bruno Weber  Grower 
Oscar Winn  Grower, 5 acres 
Claude Winn  Grower, 6 acres 
Joe Wurzer  Grower 
W.L. Rayborn  Grower, 65 acres; largest 
 grower of certified seed potatoes 

The second year, the Weston-Elgin Highway project 
was being planned. A meeting was planned for the 
project in conjunction with the potato show.  Sena-
tor Robert N. Stanfield planned to attend. Repre-
sentative J.W. Summers of the fourth Washinton 
district, Representative N.J. Sinnott of the second 
Oregon district also attended the meeting and pota-
to show.  

It was reported that Governor Walter M. Pierce and 
Senator Charles L. McNary would attend. However, 
Governor Pierce was unable to attend but did send a 
letter supporting the highway. 

Fred Bennion, Umatilla County Agent discussed the 
proposed Weston-Elgin Highway from the stand-
point of the agricultural development that would 
happen as a result of the highway being constructed.  

The annual Potato Show was an important event 
over the years because it promoted the Weston 
Mountain Seed Potato Growers. The Umatilla Coun-
ty Potato Show is still a popular local event although 

it has gone through evolutions as the sponsors of the 
event have changed over the years. The Weston 
Commercial Club first helped with supporting the 
Potato Show. The Weston Chamber of Commerce 
took over around 1924.  In more recent years it has 
been Tim and Linda Crampton leading the way after 
the Weston Chamber of Commerce dissolved. To-
day, the Weston Area Development Association 
(WADA) is proud to carry on this legacy.  

As I continue to research the history of the Umatilla 
County Potato Show I will share bits of that history 
in our newsletter.  People who entered their pota-
toes, produce, and crafts were identified so it is nice 
to see the names of the people who lived here at that 
time. School children and 4-H groups also entered 
the potato show. So, watch for more of ñLooking 

Certified Trade Mark 
The Weston Mountain Seed Potato Growers Associa-
tion has received from the secretary of state a certifi-
cate of registration of its trade mark, which may not 
be lawfully used on all its shipments. The associa-
tionôs membership list continues to grow, as the up-
land spud men are beginning more and more to un-
derstand the benefits and even the necessity of such 
an organization, if the spud crop is to take and main-
tain its proper place in the market.  It is learned 
from Will Hall, president of the association, that 
present prospects indicate a price of $50.00 per ton, 
f.o.b. Weston, for certified netted gems in the 
Spring.   ð The Weston Leader 11-10-1922 pg 4 

NOTICE OF FILING AND  
REGISTRATION OF TRADEMARK. 

Notice is hereby given that Weston Mountain Seed 
Potato Growers Association whose place of business 
is he City of Weston, Umatilla County, Oregon, has 
filed and caused to be registered in the office of the 
Secretary of State for Oregon, in accordance with the 
provisions of the laws of the State of Oregon, an ap-
plication for the exclusive use and registration of a 
mark, brand and trade mark described as follows: 

ñWeston Mountain Seed Potato Growers Assnò and 
circular design enclosing a representation of pota-
toes,ò 

Which mark, brand and trade mark is to be applied 
to and placed upon potatoes in sacks or other con-
tainers, and which said mark, brand and trade mark 
is owned by Weston Mountain Seed Potato Growers 
Association, whose place of business is Weston, 
Umatilla County, Oregon. 
Dated at Weston, Oregon, this 8th day of November, 
1922 
The Weston Leader, November 24, 1922 



 

 
Regret goes only one way. The preservation  
of historic buildings is a one-way street. There  
is no chance to renovate or to save a historic  
site once itôs gone. And we can never be  
certain what will be valued in the future.  
This reality brings to light the importance  
of locating and saving buildings of historic  
significanceɶbecause once a piece of  
history is destroyed, it is lost forever. 
From ñSix Practical Reasons to  

Save Old Buildingsò by Julia Rocchi  
https://tinyurl.com/42ezucrt 
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Weston Commercial Historic District 
(added 1982 ï ï #82001515) 

E. Main Street between Water and 
Broad Streets, Weston, Oregon 

 

Historic Significance:   Architecture/
Engineering, Event 
Architectural Style:   Italianate 
Area of Significance:   Architecture, Commerce, 
Industry, Agriculture 
Period of Significance:   1925-1949, 1900-1924, 
1875-1899 
Owner:   Local , Private 
Historic Function:   Commerce/Trade, Educa-
tion, Industry/Processing/Extraction, Social 
Historic Sub-function:   Clubhouse, College, 
Manufacturing Facility 
Current Function:   Commerce/Trade, Domestic, 
Government, Recreation and Culture 
Current Sub-function:  Business, Museum 
 

The Weston Commercial Historic District is one of 
only two Historic Districts in Umatilla County. 
 

https://historicwestonoregon.com 

Your Representatives in  
Washington, D.C.   

and in Salem, Oregon.  
 
Your Representatives in Washington, D.C.  

§Senator Ron Wyden:   

    https://www.wyden.senate.gov/ 

§Senator Jeff Merkley:   
    https://www.merkley.senate.gov/ 

§Representative Cliff Bentz:   
          https://bentz.house.gov/ 
 
 
Your Representatives in the Oregon Legisla-
ture are: 

§ Senator Todd Nash  Senate District 29 

    https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/nash  

§ Representative Greg Smith  House District 

57 
    https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/smithg 

§ Representative Bobby levy  House District 

57 
    https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/levy  

106 E Main Street | Weston, Oregon  
Wednesday through Saturday 11:00 to 6:00pm  

 

Support WADA with  
Business Card Ads 

Business card size ads for your business, event, or 
just to wish someone a Happy Birthday or Happy 
Anniversary. $25 per month. Send your business 
card or we can design the ad for you. Deadline is the 
25th of the month to appear in the next monthôs 
newsletter.   

WADA97886@gmail.com  

https://historicwestonoregon.com/
https://www.wyden.senate.gov/
https://www.merkley.senate.gov/
https://bentz.house.gov/
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/nash
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/smithg
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/levy


TigerScot Treasure Trunk Needs Volunteers! 

Weston Middle Schoolôs  TigerScot Treasure Trunk 
will be open soon to students to shop for **free 
clothing** ð but we need your help to keep it run-
ning smoothly! 

We're looking for **volunteers** to assist students 
during their **lunch breaks** on **Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays**. It's a small time 
commitment that makes a **big difference** in the 
lives of our kids! 

Volunteers must pass a background check 

Lunchtime hours only 

Located at Weston Middle School 

If youôre interested in giving back and supporting 
our students, please reach out to me via Face-
book or email me at 
Kati.funderburk@athwestsd.org 

Front  Front  
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WADA is Sponsoring a Photo Contest! 
WADA is looking for photographs from around 
the community. From the city limits 
to way up on the mountain. Build-
ings, events, scenic, sports, etc.  We 
need them for marketing, grants, 
merch, and a possible calendar that 
we would produce. 

Photographs need to be high resolu-
tion. Horizontal view is best but 
Vertical can also work.  If you have 
people in the photograph and they are recognizable, 
we need their signed permission to use their photo. 

You will own the copyright and will be given credit 
for the photo. You give us permis-
sion to use them to carry out our 
mission. 

Send photos to 
WADA97886@gmail.com with Pho-
tographs in the subject line.  Be sure 
your contact information is in the 
email, permission if a person is in 
the photo, and identify the photo 

location and/or subject.   
Questions? Send an email to or call 541-626-7229. 

Photos submitted by Christie Frison-Thornton 

Weston Food Pantry Needs You! 

The Weston Food Pantry is open 
to the public on the first Tuesday 
of the month from 5-7 p.m. and 
the third Saturday of the month 
from 10-noon.  We serve about 
100 families each month.   

Our food comes to us once a 
month from the Oregon Food 
Bank distributed through 
CAPECO in Pendleton.  We use 
donated funds to supple-
ment what we get from CAPECO.   

We buy eggs, cheese, milk and 
butter each month with a cost of 
about $1500/month. 

Donations are always welcome.  The money is used 
to keep the shelves stocked so that our patrons can 
have the food that they need.   

Checks can be made to Weston Food Pantry and 
mailed to P.O. Box 173, Weston, OR 97886. 

We are thankful for our donors and those who are 
food insecure are served by us and your dona-
tions.  Thank you for considering helping the food 
pantry continue to feed people in need in 
our community. 

If you have any questions you may send an email 
to westonoregonfoodpantry@gmail.com or call Pres-
ton Winn, Manager at 541-969-2225. 
 

Food Pantry Hours 
First Tuesday of the Month 5pm to 7pm 
Third Saturday of the month 10am to 12 noon 
 
October 7 and 18 
November 4 and 15 

December 2 and 20 

Weston Briefs 

The ladies of the Weston Mountain 

Community club will serve a hot meal 

at the potato show tomorrow, and the 

ladies of the Reed and Hawley Commu-

nity club will conduct a refreshment 

booth, serving homemade cider, coffee 

and doughnuts. 

Matt Mattson raised a giant potato weighting five 
and one-half pounds which is exhibited at the Jones 
& Jones store and will be seen at the potato show 
tomorrow.  Itôs not so handsome a spud as some, but 
would make a full meal for a Brobidgnagian.  (sic) 
ð The Weston Leader 10-27-1922 pg 3 

mailto:westonoregonfoodpantry@gmail.com


WADA uses Zeffy .com for its donation platform.  
It is a safe site and allows WADA to be good stewards of 
funds donated by our supporters. We chose 
Zeffy.com because we receive  100% of the 
donated funds.  We are not charged a per-
centage of the donated funds. 

While it is suggested that donors cover the fee, it is not re-
quired. That is pretty amazing considering PayPal, Go-
FundMe, and others charge around 3% or more of the total 
donation.  It is a safe site. For more information on 
Zeffy.com here is our link: https://tinyurl.com/bdfjwrr8  
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Local Links 
Weston-McEwen High School: http://wmhs.athwest.k12.or.us 
Athena-Weston School District: http://www.athwest.k12.or.us 
Weston Middle School:  http://wms.athwest.k12.or.us/ 
Athena Elementary School: http://aes.athwest.k12.or.us/ 
Weston Planning Commission: https://tinyurl.com/ypz5fdn6 
Weston Community Development: https://tinyurl.com/ypz5fdn6 
Weston Historic Landmarks Commission: https://tinyurl.com/ypz5fdn6 
Weston Parks and Recreation Commission: https://tinyurl.com/ypz5fdn6 
Umatilla County Pioneer Association: https://umatillacountypioneerassociation.com/  
Domestic Violence Resources: https://www.dvs-or.org/  
  24 Hour Crisis Line 1-800-833-1161  Pendleton 541-276-3322  Hermiston 541-567-0424 

2025 Weston Calendar 

 

Weston History Exhibit 

Opens at the Long Branch 

CafeðCome view the exhibitôs 

photos and related historical research. Sponsored by 

WADA. Hours are the restaurantôs open hours. 

October 25th  104th Annual Umatilla County Potato 

Show at the Memorial Hall, Weston. 

AA Meeting on Thursdays at 5:30pm at Weston Com-

munity Church. All are welcome! 

 

Share your meeting dates and events here! 

Support WADA with your donation at  
https://westonoregon.com  

List your meetings and events here!   
Deadline is 25th each month.  
Email: WADA97886@gmail.com 
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Be sure to òLike "Our Facebook page 
@WestonOregon2022   

Keep up to date on whatôs happening, important notices, etc. Be 
sure to invite your friends and family to ñLikeò our page, too. 

Be sure to òLikeó 
Westonõs Facebook page 

@CommunityofWestonOregon 
Keep up to date on whatôs happening in the community, important 
notices, etc. Be sure to invite your friends and family to ñLikeò our 
page, too. 

The Weston Walking Tour 
is Online at:  

www.WestonOregon.com 

 
Download the phone app at  
www.TheClio.com  
or on our website. 

Nonprofit Association of Oregon 
https://nonprofitoregon.org/  

WADA is a Member of: 

https://tinyurl.com/bdfjwrr8
http://wmhs.athwest.k12.or.us
http://www.athwest.k12.or.us
http://www.athwest.k12.or.us
http://aes.athwest.k12.or.us/
https://tinyurl.com/ypz5fdn6
https://tinyurl.com/ypz5fdn6
https://tinyurl.com/ypz5fdn6
https://tinyurl.com/ypz5fdn6
https://umatillacountypioneerassociation.com/
https://www.dvs-or.org/
https://westonoregon.com
https://nonprofitoregon.org/
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 Vacant storefronts have a significant impact on 
a Main Street. They create gaps in the sidewalk ac-
tivity and can become unsightly nuisances or even 
safety hazards. In our recent annual survey of Main 
Street leaders, 22% reported that vacant spaces were 
a top challenge for their community. In anoth-
er survey in 2022, 70% of local leaders reported that 
a lack of built-out space hinders economic develop-
ment in their downtowns or districts. Residents also 
notice the impact of vacancy; aggregated data from 
Main Street America community surveys show that 
ñtoo many vacant storefronts or lotsò is the second 
most-cited concern about downtowns. 

This work is about more than just filling empty spac-
es. Many of these buildings are located in locally or 
nationally designated historic districts and serve as 
tangible connections to a communityôs past. They 
embody deep community memory and reflect the 
values of local heritage and place-based identity. 
These spaces often anchor a communityôs sense of 
belonging and continuity, reminding people not only 
where they are, but who they are.  

Vacant buildings offer more than economic oppor-
tunity; they present the chance to protect and adapt 
these meaningful places for future use. Main Street 
leaders can approach vacancy with a preservation 
ethic grounded in the Secretary of the Interiorôs 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, 
recognizing that honoring architectural integrity 
while modernizing for new uses is both a best prac-
tice and a moral imperative for lasting revitaliza-
tion.  

Main Spotlight: Understanding Vacancy and What You Can Do About It 

There is an urgent need to reduce storefront vacancies 
and activate properties on Main Streets. Using a strong 
understanding of the causes of vacancy, a robust in-
ventory of downtown buildings, and a toolbox of regu-
latory changes and incentives, local leaders can help 
fill vacant spaces to foster economically vibrant and 
sustainable communities.  

Why Buildings Are Vacant 

Every building is unique, and many factors may con-
tribute to vacancy rates in your Main Street district. 
Understanding these different factors and identifying 
which ones apply to your community is an essential 
first step in filling vacant spaces. 

Ownership: Who is the owner of the building, and 
what are their motivations? You may encounter issues 
such as inherited ownership or absentee ownership ð 
two scenarios where the owner may not be as invested 
in the buildingôs or communityôs future. Other owners 
may have unreasonable expectations about the value of 
their building or have no motivation to get their build-
ing occupied. In our 2022 survey, uncooperative build-
ing owners were identified as a top obstacle by 72% of 
Main Street respondents.  

Capacity: You may also find that owners are motivat-
ed, but they lack the necessary funds or skills to pre-
pare the building for occupancy. This may suggest 
a need for training or technical assistance for owners. 
Our survey found that 40% of Main Street leaders be-
lieve their communities lack real estate developers 

Filling vacant buildings with businesses and housing helps support a more vibrant Main Street. Photo by Ivy Wells.  

https://mainstreet.org/the-latest/news/main-spotlight-eight-graphics-that-explain-main-street-leadership-in-2025
https://mainstreet.org/the-latest/news/main-spotlight-eight-graphics-that-explain-main-street-leadership-in-2025
https://mainstreet.org/the-latest/news/the-small-deal-survey-what-we-learned
https://mainstreet.org/the-latest/news/the-small-deal-survey-what-we-learned
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Please Support the  
Isham Saling House Restoration! 
Your support is greatly 

needed to begin raising 

funds to complete the 

Isham Saling House Res-

toration.  The Weston Ar-

ea Development Associa-

tion is the new owner of 

the historic property and 

is actively seeking dona-

tions for the house.   

All donations will go to 

the Isham Saling House  

Restoration Project. 

https://ishamsalinghouse.com    
Donations can be made online, at  
https://tinyurl.com/2eyvyrhh 

 
Make checks payable to the  

Weston Area Development Association and send to: 
Weston Area Development Association 

PO Box 256 
Weston, Oregon  97886 
Weston97886@gmail.com 
https://westonoregon.com 

willing to undertake rehabilitation or infill projects. 

Regulations: Are there policies in your community 
that make changes harder, or that incentivize blight 
and neglect? You may find that there are issues in 
a property tax structure that could make it favorable 
for owners to sit on an empty or unimproved build-
ing. 

Financing: Itôs possible that the costs of building 
rehabilitation are high, or that it is difficult to get cap-
ital or loans for building rehabilitation in the district. 
Are there programs available to help building owners 
pay for improvements, like loans or grants? Our sur-
vey identified capital-related challenges as a top ob-
stacle for 45% of Main Street respondents.  

Local Market Conditions: Local market condi-
tions form a complex landscape that influences deci-
sions made by both property owners and tenants. 
What types of new businesses have adequate consum-
er demand in your district? Are the vacant spaces of 
the right size and type for those businesses? Is the 
rental rate or sale price of a vacant building afforda-
ble to the entrepreneurs seeking to set up shop?  

These factors are complicated, and they often overlap 
and intersect. Creating solutions requires a deep un-
derstanding of the landscape in your Main Street. 
Consider using these approaches to understand va-
cancy in your community and seek out interventions 
that can help.  

 

Quincy, Illinois, reduced vacancy by offering incentives 
tailored to local needs. Photo by Qcy From Above.  

Ful lStory at: https://tinyurl.com/5ecew55v 

https://ishamsalinghouse.com/
https://tinyurl.com/2eyvyrhh
https://tinyurl.com/5ecew55v


www.HistoricWestonOregon.com 

Weston Area Development 
Association (WADA) was organized  

as a nonprofit to encourage restoration 
and revitalization in downtown Weston  
and the general area that results in 
economic development and a positive 

sense of community. 

We have a vision to preserve and enhance 
the historic charm and uniqueness of the 

history of Weston. 
 

www.WestonOregon.com 
 

WADA is a 501(c)(3) not for profit organization. All donations are 
tax deductible to the extent of the law. We recommend  
that you consult your CPA or Tax Attorney regarding  
donations. Tax ID: 88-0783069 
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www.BlueMountainCemetery.com   

https://IshamSalingHouse.com 

Information on Burials including photos of head-

stones, some obituaries, and other related historical 

information can be found on this website. There is 

also a map on the website. The original website was 

a labor of love by Bob Gilliland. It was a miracle that 

it could be recovered from an archive website with 

only a few items not recoverable as the domain had 

expired. New digital map is online! 

Transit Bus Schedules: https://tinyurl.com/4j6z5ep7 

The Confederated Tribes of Umatilla operates the  
transportation program and offers Free Bus Services.  

Commuter Bus Routes - The Hopper, Arrow, Rocket, and Whistler are Commuter-route buses that are primarily 
connecting outlying areas with a central city through bus service.  

http://www.HistoricWestonOregon.com
http://www.WestonOregon.com
http://www.BlueMountainCemetery.com
https://IshamSalingHouse.com

